R LAXWORTHY took quite a

M fancy to the grill room at the

Milan. Here for three dayws

he lunched and dined, watch-

Ing with Kkeen interest the constant

coming and going of one of the most
cormopolitan crowds in Kurope,

From hix table againgt the wall and
with his strange gift of reading the
spoken words from the fips of those
whom he watched he =Kkirted the edge
of more than one romance, peered over
the brink into several strange little trag-
edies and learned something of the
methods of a very well known financier,

On the fourth morning, toward the
completion of his luncheon, an incident
occurred which brought him for the first
time into actual touch with one of the
figures In this peeprhow,

A lady entered the restaurant and de
serting the main passage began slowly
to thread her way through the maze of
tables toward the glde of the room where
Mr. Laxworthy sat, Bhe came so slowly
and her appearance was g0 unusual that
nearly everybody turned to gaze at her
as she passed,

She wax tall, slim and exceedingly
dark. Her complexion was absolutely
colorless, but seemed to be more the
natural pallor of the French woman
than an evidence of 11 health, SBhe
was plainly dressed, but in the height
of fashion. There was not a woman
there who did not know that her hat
and her costume came from the nelgh-
borhood of the Rue de la Palx.

The maltre d'hotel came hurrying to
her side.

“Madame desires = table?™ he mur-
mured, “Unfortunately on this slde we
are full. I will arrange something If
madame wil' be o good ax to follow
me."”

The lady was looking at Mr, Lax-
worthy's tuble, by the side of which sghe
was now standing,

“1 prefer to st here”
edly. "It amuses me to watch the peoe
ple, and as you see, | am alone.”

The lady looked at Mr. Laxworthy's
disappearing omelet and up at Mr, Lax-
worthy. He promptly interposed.

“If the lady would like my table,” he
sald, “it will be at liberty within five
minutes.”

“You are very kind"
swered softly. "I will certainly wait.”

Now, In an ordinary case the chief
maitre d'hotel would have escorted the
lady to the small reception room ad-
Joining the restaurant, would have kept
his eye upon Mr. Laxworthy's table,
would have had it speedily rearranged
on the departure of Mr. Laxworthy and
would have himself fetched madame at
the earliest opportunity. It happened,
however, that at that precise moment
quite his most important client touched
him on the elbow. With a word of ex-
cuse he hurried away. The lady stood
for a moment irresolute. Mr, Laxworthy
rose to his feet.

“If you will honor me by accepling
the vacant seat at my table until the
arrival of my coffee,” he said, “it will
give me great pleasure.”

Bhe thanked him with a very soft and
brilllant smile, She deposited her vel-
vet bag and the trifles which she was
carrying upon the table, and seating
herself took up the menu,

“You do not mind,” she asked him,
“if T order my i{uncheon? 1 am hun-
Kry.”

Mr. Laxworthy's coffee was hot and
they talked banalities. The question
of nationalities arose, Mr. Laxworthy
was Invited to gueas the birthplace of

she sald decide

the lady an-

his companion. With commendable
‘chivalry he suggested Paris. The lady
rmiled.

“I am South Amerlcan.” she told him.
“l am over here on business. | have
immense estates there which T wish to
sell.”

Mr. Laxworthy's eyes
hind his glasses,

“A very interesting country,”
mured.

“A paradise,” she replied.

“I lived there for some seven years,'
Mr. Laxworthy remarked.

“In that case” the lady exclaimed,
with a little shrug of her shoulder, "I
muat rearrange the locality of my es-
tates!"

“Ah!™ Mr. Laxworthy sald =softly,
“South America is rather a dangerous
country. People travel so much nowa-
days."

Bhe smiled.

“Of course you know who T am really.
T come here from the Royal Opera House
at 8Bt, Petershurg and I am going to
dance in the ballet at Covent Garden.”

Mr. Laxworthy nodded approvingly.

“If you will permit me to say so with-
out Impertinence,” he declared, “your
statement is easily to be bhelieved. You
look the part. I scarcely mee, how-
ever, ita practical advantages—at any
rate as compared with your position as
a Bouth American lady with immense
estates to sell in a city of susceptible
men."”

Madame laughed at her companlion,

“You live, T perceive, as a recluse”
she remarked. “To dance at Covent
Garden one requires jewels, heautiful
dresses, an electric hrougham, a motor
ecar in which to seek the fresh air. Alas!
I have discovered your city, hut not
your susceptible men.”

“Your Imagination”
decided, "Is excellent, hut you lack pre-
cislon of detall, I never in my life saw
a dancer with an ankle and instep like
yours."

Bhe sighed,

“They told me,” she sald, “that vou
were a man of ohservation and peculiar
gifts. You make me feel quite clumsy.”

“Madame,” he replied, “look around
you., There are fifty small parties of
men and women lunching in this room.
l.et us say that half of them are doing
80 from the pleasure they find in one
another's soclety.

“The other half is composed of men
and women who are each seeking
something from the other. On our
right a gentleman is seeking to sell a
patent to a financier, Over there a
Gierman merchant s trying to impress
his London agent with the superiority
of his goods over all others,

“We come to ourselves. We, too, are
human beings in temporary juxtapo-
sition. It is you who have sought me-
not I you. It is not for the pleasure of
my soclety; therefore it is something
else you want,"”

“Oh, Mr, Laxworthy!" she nsighed.
“You are much too clever for a poor,
inexperienced young woman.

that you are not even susceptible.

b "Then supposing,” Mr. Laxworthy
“yoy tell me in what man-
+ Al

twinkled be-

he mur-

Mr. Laxworthy

1 fear

ce to you and from

L1}

Mr. Laxworthy showed no surprise.

“1 was inclined to suspect,” he ad-
mitted, “that that was the case. [ trust
that Mr. Greenlaw Is well.”

“He is In excellent health,
the lady replied.

“Ours has been a pleasant chat,” he
remarked, “but you have not yet told
me the object of your coming. [ am
a man of over middle age and I am
moderately wealthy, Of my principles
I will not speak, but such as they are,
although 1 claim for myself a consider-
able latitude of action, I am on the
side of the law.”

“In the enterprise which T am about
to propose to you,"” the lady declared,
“you will remain in that very desirable
position,

“It I8 a matter of money-—-a great
deal of money.” she continued. “lLess
than a year ago Daniel Greenlaw en-
trusted a sum of forty thousand pounds
to n Mr. Wille, who was a stk broker
in the city. He entrusted it to him with-
out conditions because a man in Mr.
Greenlaw's position, as you can readily
understand, is obliged to trust some one.
“Mr. Wills was a man of honor and
there I8 po doubt that while he lived
not only was the money perfectly safe
but he would have gone out of his
way to let Daniel Greenlaw have It, how-
ever difficalt the circumstances may
have been.
“Unfortunately,

I believe,”

three or four months
ago Mr. Wills died and his partnera
are very different people to deal with,
They need the money In thelr business
and they have no idea of parting with
It if It can be helped.

“In reply to the Indirect applications
that have been made to them they have
declined to communicate or to pay over
any money to any one else except Daniel
Greenlaw himself.  The police know
thizx and o do Messrs, Lewitt & Monta-
gue know that they know it. 1t is al-
most Iimpossible for Danlel to go to
law, but he wants the money."

“Quite an interesting situation,” Mr.
Laxworthy admitted, “Legally of course
there are many ways of obtalning pay-
ment, but on the other hand T can see
the difficulty. These men have only
to object to the amount or the terms
or something and take thé matter into
court. Greenlaw cannot appear. Any
one holding an authorization from him
would be cross-examined as to its
source.”

“l mee that you grasp some of the
dificulties,” the lady remarked, “But
the enterprise is slmple enough. Daniel
Greenlaw wants you to collect his money
for him. [ have here an authorizatlon
properly signed and witnessed,”

She passed a paper across the table,
Mr. Laxworthy studied it carefully and
put it into his pocket,

“You will do me the honor, then,” Mr,
Laxworthy begged. “of lunching with
me here a week from to-day at the same
time."

“I shall only regret, dear Mr. Lax-

worthy.,"” she whispered, as they passed
down the room, “that it takes seven
whole days to make a week.”

[ ] . ] L] L] [ ] L]

Forrest Anderson was received a
few mornings later at the offices of
Messrs, Willa, Lewitt & Montague with
all the consideration due to a prospec-
tive client of satisfactory appearatice,
Mr. Lewitt, who was a small man with
thin, dark features, sat at a desk with
a telephone on either side of him. He
motioned his visitor to an easy chair
and read from the card:

MR FORREST ANDERSON,
Foxton Manor,

Leicestershire

“Delighted to see you, Mr. Ander-
son. What can we have the pleasure of
doing for you?"

Mr. Anderson glanced around the
room as though to make sure that they
were alone,

“I have called,” he began confiden-
tially, “on behalf of a client of yours—
Daniel Greenlaw.”

Mr. Lewitt started and snatched a
speaking tube from his desk,

“Excuse me for one moment, sir,” he
begged. 1 should llke my partner to
be persent, Montague,” he went on
through the speaking tube, “step this
way at once If you please.”

Mr. Montague, spruce, well groomed,
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dark, oily, appeared almost Immedi-
ately.

“Close the door, Bam,” Mr. Lewitt
begged. “Here's this gentleman's card.
He comes on behalf of Mr. Daniel
Greenlaw.”

Mr. Montague's lipa became for a mo-
ment pursed,

“What ith hith buithineth?” he asked
quickly. “What doth he want?"

They bhoth looked at their visitor

anxiously, Mr. Anderson spoke in some
affected embarrasement.
““1 am sure,” he sald, “that Mr. Green-
law's fears have no real foundation.
However, as you know, Mr, Wills was
his friend, and he has only the pleasure
of a very slight acquaintance with either
of you gentlemen, To put the matter
to you plainly, Mr. Greenlaw has been
disturbed by rumors as to the stability
of your firm."™

“Goodneth graclouth'"” Mr, Montague

exclaimed,
“I have heard It sald” Mr. Forrest
Anderson continued suavely, “that the

death of the xenfor partner will some-
times affect the credit of the most sub-
stantial firme. Mr, Greenlaw, let me
hasten to assure you, only requires as-
surances of the mafety of his invest-
ments with you."

A marked air of relief was Imme-
diately apparent in the countenances of
the two partners.

“Anything we can do” Mr. Lewltt
hastened to may—"we can without the
slightest  diMiculty prove to you the
stabllity of our position. We should not
even object to taking you to our bank-
ern.”

“Mr, Greenlaw's position,” Mr. Ander-
#son went on, “is a somewhat pecullar
one. At the same time, gentlemen, 1
am =ure you will be relleved to heas
that several recent—shall | say affairs?
~-which have been attributed to Mr,
Greenlaw have been attributed to him
quite erroneously.”

“Delighted to hear it,” Mr. Lewitt
declared perfunctorily. “Let me ask
you, Mr., Anderson, Is Mr, Greenlaw
thinking of withdrawing his money?"

“Not that 1 am aware of,” Mr. An-
derson replied. *“That, at any rate, is
not the object of my visie®

The faces of the partners again ex-
pressed dhe livellest satisfaction,

“There ith Intereth and dividenth,”
Mr. Montague remarked, “amounting to
a conthiderable thum. IPerhapth Mr,
Greenlaw would llke a check or noteth
for thith?"

Mr. Anderson shrugged his shoulders,

“Mr. Greenlaw,” he explained, “ig in
no need of money. The object of my
visit js simply thi=: Mr. Greenlaw
wishes to assure himself of the safety
of his capital. He is a pecullar man
and he wishes to do so in a manner of
his own.”

“Very good, very good,” Mr. Lewitt
murmured softly.

“Mr. Greenlaw,” Mr. Anderson con-
tinued, again glancing around the room,
“requires ocular demonstration of the
safety of his investment, and .for that
purpose s willing to run a not Incon-
siderable risk, He proposes to present
himself here at half past 12 next Tues-
day morning."”

“What! In thith ofice?" Mr. Mon-
tague exclaimed.
“Exactly. There is risk, of course,

but, an you have doubtless heard, Mr.
Qreenlaw |8 the cleverest man at a dis-
guise on the face of the earth. He will
come as an elderly gentleman, and he
requires to see upon your desk [10,000
worth of bank notes or Government
bonds, payable to bearer, and made out
in his name.”

The two partners looked at ovne an-

other.

“But surely, Mr. Anderson'”™ Mr.
Lewitt protested, “a visit to the bank-
ers would have an equally satisfactory
effect?”

Mr. Anderson shook his head.

“Greenlaw.,” he said, “is= a man of
cranky notions, He is also the most
obetinate person I ever knew in my life,
If I might venture to offer you any ad-
vice I would suggest that you humor
him in this matter. Mr. Greenlaw would,
of course, expect to pay the commission
upon any necessary transference of
stock.”

Mr. Lewitt rose from his seat.

“If you will excuse me,” he beggred,
“I should like to consult with my part-
ner for a moment.”

“By all means,” Mr. Anderson agreed

The two members of the tirm left the
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room. When they returned in about
five minutes their accustomed sleek
amiability was once more visible in
their countenances,
“We have dethided”
declared,
whim.”
Mr. Anderson shook hands with both
the partners.
“I am sure,” he sald,
decided wisely.”
L] L] L]

Mr. Montague
“to humor Mr. Qreenlaw'th

“that you have

At precisely half past 12 on the fol-
lowing Tuesday morning Mr., Lax-
worthy and Mr. Forresy Anderson
entered the offices of Messrs. Wills,
Lewitt & Montague, They were shown
without an instant's delay Into Mr.
Lewitt's room, where the two partners
were walting,

“This,” Mr. Anderson announced,
Mr, Greenlaw.”

“Care to shake Lands?"
worthy asked briskly,

“My dear Mr. Greenlaw, delighted!'"”
Mr. Montague exclalmed with effusion,
holding out his fat white fingers, “Only
too delighted to have the pleasure of
mecting at latht tho valued a client!"

“We have often spoken of vou,” Mr,
Lewitt added, also offering his hand,
“and 1 think we may say that we have
taken great interest Iin your Invest-
ments, Mr. Greenlaw. Mr. Wills was
always most particular what he put
you in for. Have a clgar?"

Mr. Laxworthy accepted jt,

“Where's my money?™ he demanded.,

“In a moment—in a moment, my
dear sir,” Mr. Lewitt replied. *“Now,
If you will come over to this table,
‘e thought [t best, in order to remove
all possible ground for susplcion, to
show you the money in Bank of Eng-
land notes. How do you llke the look
of these, eh?"

™

Mr. Lax-

He thumped down two packets of
bank notes upon the table,
“Thomething tholid about that, eh?"

Mr. Montague remarked. “We've ar-
ranged it In two plleth, tho that you
can count one and Mr. Anderthon the

other. Take your time about it. No
hurry.” .

“Perhaps not for you)” Mr, Lax-
worthy retorted. “Can't say I'm too

comfortable here myself."”

“No need to detain you a moment
longer than you care to stay,” Mr.
Lewitt assured him suavely. “Mr.
Montague would only have liked the
opportunity of taking ,you to our
bankers, I can assure you, my dear sir,
that we could put on the table, of our
own money, more than that useful little
amount of yours which you are just
counting.”

“Glad to hear it," Mr. Laxworthy
replied. “Can’t think why people ever
bother to try and make money honestly,
You and.I know something better than
that, ¢h, Mr. Montague ?"

Mr. Montague grinned a little feehly,

“We do not conthider: ' he began.

“Twenty thousand pounds In my pile,”
Mr. Laxworthy Interrupted.

“S8ame here,” Forrest
echoed.

Mr. Laxworthy thrust both bundles
of notes into his pocket.

Mr. Lewitt started,

“Here!" he exclaimed. “What's that?"

“My money,” Mr. Laxworthy an-
nounced, “I'm oleaving the country.
I'm going to take it with me."

Mr. Lewitt stared at him aghast. Mr,
Montague hurried up to the scene of ac-
tion,

“What'th thith?" he  exclaimed,
“What'th thith,’ eh? Not tho fatht, if
you pleathe, with that money!'"

“Why not?' Mr. Laxworthy asked.
“It's mine.”

Mr. Lewitt turned to Mr. Anderson
with outstretched hands.

“This gentleman here,” he cried, “told
us particularly that you were going to
leave the money here with us, that you
only wanted to see it. We've shown it
you, it's quite safe, you can have your
interest and dividends in cash now if
you like, But the £40,000 has got to
stop with us."”

“Sorry,” Mr. Laxworthy said eoolly.
“Good morning!"

He turned toward the door,
itt leaned over his desk,

“Mr. Greenlaw,” he whispered hoarse-
Iy, “be wise'!"™

Mr. Laxworthy turned and faced him.
“What do you mean?"

Mr. Lewitt was exceedingly pale,

“Mr. Greenlaw,” he begged, “now he
reasonable. We cannot afford to let the

Anderson

Mr. Lew-

money go like this. We must protect
our own interestg, Now come, If g few
thousand pounds——"

“Thank you,” Mr. Laxworthy inter-
rupted. *“I've no time for silly discus-
sions, I've got my money and I'm off.”

“You don't underthand!”™ Mr. Mon-
tague exclaimed, wiping the perspira-
tion from his forehead. *“We mutht
proteot our own interetht.”

“And I mine!" Mr. Laxworthy an-
swered, turning swiftly around it with
his right hand in the pocket of his
overcoat.

There was very little cover In the
room, but what there was Mr. Mon-
tague and Mr. Lewitt promptly took
advantage of. Mr, Lewitt slid from his
chair to the ground behind the roll-
top desk at which he had been seated.
Mr. Montague sqUeezed himself tightly
against the wall and held out a heavy
office chair i.. front of his face.

“What's the game?' Mr. Laxworthy
demanded flercely. “Have you laid a
trap for me?"

The glittering little piece of steel
which Mr. Laxworthy held so firmly in
front of him seemed to exercise an al-
most paralyzing effect upon the two
partners, He reiterated his question:

“Have you communicated with the
police? You may as well answer me,
I'll ¥hoot you if you don't.”

Mr. Lewitt's head appeared timidly
from behind the desk,

“Mr. Greenlaw,” he stammered, “we
don’t want any trouble here. You just
leave that money with us, put it down
on the corner of the table. You'll get
your interest all right. You can't have
safer Investments.”

Mr. Montague moved the chair cau-
tiously from before his face,

“Your money Iith ath thafe with uth,
Mr. Greenlaw,” he protested, “ath In the
Bank of England.”

Mr. Laxworthy’s arm swung round and up went

the chair.

Mr. Laxworthy's arm swung round
and up went the chalr.

“Answer my question,” he insisted.
“Have you communicated with the po-
lice? Am [ golng to walk into a trap
when 1 leave thls room?"

Mr. Lewitt's head and shoulders ap-
peared from behind the desk. He felt
much more comfortable while Mr. Lax-
worthy's arm was pointed toward his
partner.

“Mr. Greenlaw,” he pleaded earnestly,
“we have no ill will against you., We
want to see you get away quite safely,
but there Is always a risk. Take my
advice now, my dear sir, do!Y Leave
that money here and you can go just
whenever and wherever you please.”

“And supposing I refuse?’ Mr. Lax-
worthy asked,

Mr. Lewitt's head and shoulders dis-
appeared out of sight. Mr. Montague
held the chalr squarely in front of his
face. A volee came from behind the
desk.

“For our own protection,” It said, “we
were compelled to ask a policeman to
occupy the anteroom. We shall not
communicate with him at all unless—
unless we are obliged.”

Mr. Laxworthy turned quickly to the
door.

“Come along, Anderson,” he directed.
“These fellows think too much of thelr
lives to play that sort of game.”

Mr. Anderson and Mr. Laxworthy
walked steadily down the stalrs, regard-
less of the rinzing of electric bells, the
whistling and the tumult of voices, Be-
tore they were out of the bullding, how-
ever, they heard the sound of pursuing
footsteps. A policeman and a detective
in plain clothes were on their heels, Mr,
Montague and Mr. Lewlitt hung over the
banisters,

“That'th your man,” Mr,

Montague
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Lucilie Cavanaugh.
,4;; ‘.Mu s publlclty purveyor thought he saw three living models ol Da Vinci's famous painting

Elaine Hall.

in the chorus.

Marion McDonald.
What do you think?

“Answer my question,” he said.

called out.

“He'th got forty thand
poundth of our money He
he'th got a pithtol.”
Mr. Laxworthy and Forrest b

son stood at the door of the motor oor
Detective Mariin stepped out on
pavement just as the [nspector « han 1
touched Mr, Laxworthy's should:r
“You had better explain to th: s oo
ple who I am,” Mr. Laxworthy
Marlin. “They are trying to ar
Beem to have got an idea int
heads that I am Danlel Greenlaw
The Inspector and his subord 1 v ro
ognized Marlin and saluted.
“We are here upon private !nf ro.
tion, sir,” the former asscrted,
“No good,” Detectlve Marlin an-w.
shaking his head. “This gent vmy

John T. Laxworthy. He is jer-
known to me."”
Emboldened by the presencs

guardians of the peace Mr
and Mr. Lewltt stood on the T8
of the little group. The inspector tiried
toward them.

“Some mistake here, sir<" he sl
“This gentleman's name s Mr Lax
worthy-—friend of Inspector M
of our chiefs at Scotland Y

“He told us himself,'" l.ow
tested excitedly, ‘“‘that he
law!"

“He'th got Greenlaw'th m:
Mantague cried wildly. 1. n
hith pocket.”

Mr. Laxworthy produced sone docue
ments, which he handed 1o M: Morls

“WIll some bne take theso o

Mont

Was

gentlemen away?"' he hepuel You
will find there complete aut!oroziton
for me to collect the money w they

have just paid me."
Mr. Marlin examined the

“S8o far as I can see ' o 0 Ar
Lewitt, “these papers are ab=c! '« in
order. Mr., Laxworthy wus f n

powered to receive this more
half of Mr. Greenlaw,"
“But he thaid that he wut
law!" Mr, Montague protesto
Detective Marlin shrugged |

ders.
“It scarcely seems probabl
marked. “In any case, if 3

claim against Mr, Laxwortl
sure you that he is a gentlem
means and he = to be f
time. A matter of civil
he added, turning toward t
and policeman,

He

stepped  into  the
promptly drove off.,  Mr. 1.
in his corner smiling «rim
self,

“What T should like 1o
Marlin said slowly, “wher
Are we allies?”
Mr. Laxworthy shonk 1}
“Not this time,”" he repls
thoroughly grateful to Mr, G
this morning's amusenn
arrange it he is going to get !
safely.”
The detective sighed.
“Then you better let mu
Embankment,” he said
. . . . . . .
Mr. Laxworthy lunched .
table and with his charmi
of a week ago,
“Your friend,” he remark:
produced the notes —"vour
one might venture to take not
tain  similarity of features
well to get his money, Thorou
drels, those fellows,"
She looked at him admir:
“1 shall not ask you any
she murmured “You are o
man, Mr, Laxworthy."
“The forty thousand
Laxworthy continued,
the table; but tell me Y
golng to pass it on to (i
notes can he traced,
She smiled
“1 will tell
was to have
you It does

rem

she o

ReCr:

you."
been a
not matter, 1
There Is no one, not even
who understands diamond:
Danlel carries the jowels w
when he has an opportun
A8 for the notes, they tra
me. Very well, If throus
can discover Daniel Greenluw
welcome.”

(Copyright, 1914, by the Whe
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